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Upper row, from the left: Tommy Nilsson (the municipality of Gällivare), Rolf Wennebjörk (the 
municipality of Gällivare), Mariana Jussila (SCA), Erik Årnefelt (SWAM), Markus Eriksson (CABN), 
Patrik Olofsson (CABN), Tommy Vennman (CABV), Emil Öhman (SFA), Roger Vallin (CABV), Henrik 
Löfdahl (CABN), Christina Myrestam (the municipality of Nordmaling) och Johan Lundgren (CABV) 

Lower row from the left: Robert Ström (CABV), Björn Lehto (SFA), Ulf Hallin (SCA), Gunilla Forsgren-
Johansson (CABV), Sofia Perä (CABN), Magnus Lindberg (CABV), Peter Cosgrove och Flora Grigor-
Taylor.  

Not in the picture: Magnus Johansson (CABN), Eva Mikaelsson (CABV) och Henrik Karlborg (CABV). 

 



Day 1 
 

 

We were greeted by Peter Cosgrove from Alba Ecology Ltd. 
During dinner Peter told us about his work with freshwater 
pearl mussels.   
 
The freshwater pearl mussels have a significant role in British 
history. The roman empire occupied the British Islands to get 
access to the mussels and their pearls.  
 
Freshwater pearl mussel is an endangered species in Great 
Britain and there are several preservation projects to 
strengthen the conservation status for the mussel. 
 

 
 

Day 2 
We went by bus to the Scottish Forestry Commission where Neil McInnes and Tim Cockerill greeted 
us. They talked about their work and the organization. There are hardly any natural forests left in 
Scotland, so the Forestry Commission is trying to reintroduce natural tree species, especially 
deciduous trees. One of the challenges to succeed is the heavy grazing of animals such as deer.   

Sofia Perä and Patrik Olofsson showed a presentation of ReBorN during the coffee break.  

Our second stop of the day was at a stream that 
has freshwater pearl mussels.  
The Forestry Commission has used best practice 
to protect the population of mussels. The 
stream passes a deforested area where no 
riparian buffer zones were left. There were 
ditches running directly from the deforested 
area into the stream. To reduce the sediment 
transportation the Forestry Commission had 
constructed plugs in the diches.   
 

 
 

 



 

The two top experts in northern 
Sweden on freshwater pearl mussels, 
Patrik and Tommy, had to look at the 
Scottish mussels.    

 

 

Next site was to see mire restoration where recent best practice forest management was 
implemented. We saw different solutions on how to avoid getting deep tracks in the ground from 
heavy vehicles. Scotland has the same problem as the northern part of Sweden where many mires 
were drained to gain land for forest. Despite many ditches a lot of those efforts were unsuccessful, 
and it is in those areas they try to recreate the mires.   

 

Day 3 

We started the day by visiting Strath Rannoch to look at riparian woodland restoration done by 
Cromarty Fishery Trust (http://cromarty.dsfb.org.uk/ ). An important task for the trust is to co-
operate with other organizations, authorities and the public. We also heard more about forest 
planning for riparian woodland and catchment management. 

They had planted a lot of trees and each tree grew in a plastic tube to protect the tree from grazing.  

There has not been any timber floating in Scotland which makes the streams very interesting to 
observed. It gave us an idea on how much stones and boulders there normally are in a stream.  

http://cromarty.dsfb.org.uk/


 

 

Our second stop for the day was at a stream where they have try to remove the invasive plant 
Rhododendron in the riparian zone.  

We also visited an area with cultivated land where a channelized stream had been re-located to its 
original location. We discussed how to manage private landowners and what can be done where 
there is an active land use.  

 

 Day 4 
We were greeted by the project manager of the LIFE project ”Pearls in Peril” 
(https://www.pearlsinperil.scot/ ), Flora Grigor-Taylor at the castle Braemar. She showed us how an 
area where they had removed a levy that was built to avoid flooding.   

Finally, we visited two of Pearls in Peril’s demonstration sites where a lot of trees had been planted. 
Additionally, to plant trees, Pearls in Peril has also done measures to avoid erosion, recreated 
wetlands and had a lot of dissemination actions. 

https://www.pearlsinperil.scot/


 

On the wall at the Airport in Aberdeen.  

 

We would like to thank Peter Cosgrove, Neil McInnes and all the others who made this trip an 
amazing experience! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


	Exchange of experience, Scotland, Great Britain
	17-21st of September 2018
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4


